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Barthol Chapel Kirk – Worship Materials - Sunday 28 June 2020 

 

INTRODUCTION 
A couple of weeks ago I suggested setting apart a special space where you might spend 
time with God, both on Sunday mornings either on zoom or with the written worship 
materials from the web-site, and during the week.  Here I will be suggesting activities 
linking to this space each week. 
 
In more normal times this would be the last week of school for many in Scotland. You may 
have children in your household, or extended family. There may be children in your 
neighbours homes: celebrate children and think of ways to help them know they are 
special to God and to us.  If you have children you know by name then write their names 
down and place them in your space to be named before God. 
 
A Gathering Prayer (Based on Psalm 13) 

Trust in the unfailing love of God  

Let our hearts rejoice in God’s calling of us.  

God does not abandon us  

though we wrestle with doubt and sorrow.  

God does not turn away and hide  

instead God’s light shines in the darkness.  

God shields us from all threat  

and lifts us when we fall.  

Trust in the unfailing love of God  

Let our hearts rejoice in God’s calling of us. 

Let us sing to God  

for God is good. 

 

Praise 184  Sing to the Lord a joyful song (omit v4) 
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1. Sing to the Lord a joyful song 

Lift up your hearts, your voices raise 

To us his gracious gifts belong 

To him our songs of love and praise. 

 

2. For life and love, for rest and food, 

For daily help and nightly care 

Sing to the Lord, for he is good, 

And praise his name for it is fair. 

3. For strength to those who on him wait 

His truth to prove, his will to do, 

Sing to our God, for he is great, 

Trust in his name for it is true. 

 

4. Sing to the Lord of heaven and earth, 

Whom angels serve and saints adore, 

The Father, Son and Spirit, blest, 

For whom be praise forevermore.  

The Word of God:  St Matthew 10:40-42 

40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 

who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 

prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous 

person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold 

water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will 

lose their reward.’ 

 

Reflection 

One of the things that many of us have found difficult over the last few months is not being 

able to invite friends and relatives into their homes.  And that is something that has been 

especially hard for people on their own.  It was good that the Scottish government relaxed 

their restrictions last week.  People who are on their own are now allowed to form an 

extended household with another household without the need for physical distancing.  

Sean and I did this with my aunt who is over 90.  It is not ideal because she lives in 

Aberdeen.  Nevertheless it clearly meant so much to her that we could go into the house 

again and share a meal with her – even if it was only a sandwich that we had taken in with 

us. 

But it is not only hospitality in our homes that has been affected by physical distancing.  

Some of us have found it really difficult not to be able to welcome people into our church 

buildings, and that has come into sharper focus as we are beginning to move out of lock-

down.  As things currently stand to open the Church would involve cordoning off pews, a 

strict cleaning regime, provision of sanitisation, masks, ensuring people sit 2m away from 

each other, regulating entry to and exit from the building.  And there is good reason for all 

of this. 

As other countries have moved out of lock-down, churches have been at the centre of new 

outbreaks of Covid-19.  In America one rural congregation saw 35 people, 40% of its 

congregation, contract Covid 19 and sadly three died.  A Roman Catholic church in Texas 

closed for the second time after a priest died 2 weeks after Mass resumed.  In Germany 

more than 40 people who attended a service in the Lutheran Church were diagnosed with 

Covid-19.  Because of the nature of many of the actions that are a part of communal 

worship – gathering people together, singing, the sacraments, even welcoming people at 

the door - it is not surprising that churches services are categorised as high risk.  Often 

too, church buildings are used by many different organisations and that brings other 

complications.   
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Balancing the desire to open our buildings with a concern to protect the more vulnerable in 

our community is not an easy task.  Moving out of lockdown is a lot more complex than 

moving in.  And there will no doubt be bumps in the road ahead as local congregations 

start to negotiate Scottish government legislation and Church regulations.    

Against that background we come to today’s bible reading and Jesus words about 

hospitality.  In Matthew’s Gospel we find Jesus rounding off his instructions to his disciples 

with some words about welcome and hospitality.  But these words take our understanding 

of hospitality to a whole new level.  In Jesus day the ethic of welcome was part of a culture 

that had grown up over thousands of years.  It was not simply about welcoming someone 

as an individual – it was about honouring that individual, accepting them for who they were 

and also honouring those connected with their lives.   

The kind of hospitality that Jesus invites of his disciples is about making space for the 

stranger.   It was this concept of welcome that Jesus modelled throughout his ministry.  

The first disciples of Jesus weren’t being told simply to welcome people into their homes 

(and they didn’t have worship spaces!)  The first disciples were being sent out into the 

world not only to offer hospitality to those whom they encountered but also to receive it 

themselves.  The disciples are called to represent Christ to the stranger but also to 

encounter Christ in the stranger.  True hospitality is a two-way process – an exchange – 

where we open ourselves to one another.  And somehow in that exchange of hospitality at 

its deepest level all involved encounter Jesus.   

This passage comes as a reminder that the hospitality that Jesus calls us to practise is not 

dependent on church buildings.  Modern communications make welcome and hospitality 

possible in different ways.  That might be through a telephone call that demands a deeper 

listening to the other, than a face to face meeting, where we can read body language.   It 

might be a face-time call or a zoom meeting where backgrounds invite us into the homes 

of others in a diferent way.  It might be sending on the link to one of these worship 

gatherings to a friend or neighbour.   

But we don’t even need technology to practice hospitality.  It can happen through a 

conversation over the garden wall with someone we don’t know very well or whom we 

encounter as go on a walk.  Wherever the invitation is there to get to know a person better 

or to allow a person to get to know us better, then we are practising hospitality.  Hospitality 

at its deepest level is far more challenging than welcoming people into our homes or 

churches, although that is undoubtedly part of it.  True hospitality means allowing 

ourselves to be open to others as we share our lives with friends and strangers.  Perhaps 

lockdown, far from preventing us from exercising hospitality, is offering us an opportunity 

to recover the deepest meaning of hospitality. 

Jesus does not need a building – he needs disciples – he needs you and me to welcome 

others as he welcomes us.  How will you offer and receive hospitality today?.....this coming 

week? 

Pointers for Prayer 

 Those suffering from or bereaved by the corona virus 

 The NHS, its staff in hospitals and GP practices as well as the other emergency 
services and volunteers 

 The Government and Scottish Parliament and their advisers as they seek to guide 
us out of lockdown 
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 All those in education as they seek to reorganise schools for the safe return of 
children to classes 

 All whose lives have been impacted by slavery in the past and today 

 The Windrush generation 

 Family, friends and neighbours, those most affected by the lock-down and those 
finding it difficult to move forward 

 Other people and situations who are in your hearts today.   

 The Church that we might offer a faithful witness to Christ through this time 
 

CH4 167  Guide me o Thou Great Jehovah 
  

1. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till my want is o’er. 

 
2. Open now the crystal fountain, 

whence the healing stream doth 
flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be Thou still my strength and 
shield. 

 
3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death and hell's 
destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

Notices 

 

Challenge of the week – practise hospitality - send an e-mail to or phone someone 

you know and give them the link to next Sunday’s zoom worship. 

 

Next Sunday 5 July 2020 First summer joint worship gathering with Tarves.  

Meeting opens 9.45am.  Service begins 10.00am.  Everyone welcome to stay and chat 

afterwards – make your own coffee!! 


